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The Turkish city of Ushak is in danger of severing
its long-standing connections with the weaving
industry for good. By opening an exemplary
weaving workshop there, Kirkit Rugs is attempting
to stem a complete decline. Rachel Meek talks to
company owners Ahmet and Tovi Diler

ynonymous with antique carpets The promotion of handmade Turkish rugs is

still sought after today, Ushak in close to Kirkit owner Ahmet Diler’s heart. When we

western Anatolia is in danger of speak, the Vice President of IHIB (Istanbul Carpet

losing its connection with weaving Exporters’ Association) and his wife, Tovi, have just

completely. But Istanbul-based returned from a 3,000 km (1,860 mile) research trip

Kirkit is attempting to turn things from Hereke, Bursa, Balikesir, Manisa, Canakkale,
around. Last April, the rug company opened a Milas and Fethiye in western Turkey all the way to
new workshop in Ushak. Housed in an Ottoman Antalya in preparation for a documentary capturing
mansion, it employs twenty-four weavers. the know-how of weaving traditions—partly to
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www.kirkit-rugs.com
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01 Moonrise hemp
and goat hair rug by
Muhammed Tiirk
for Kirkit — one of
the designs being
woven in the Ushak
workshop

02 A Kirkit rug
hanging outside one
of Ushak's Ottoman
houses

03 A weaver in the
Kirkit workshop,
Ushak, Turkey




